
You will be enriched in every way so that you can  
always be generous. And when we take your gifts  

to those who need them, they will thank God.  
2 Corinthians 9:11 nlt
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Africa Flight Service: 
How Can We Do More?
A400 AFRICA AVIATION INITIATIVE 
NEEDED: $1,313,885

Brandon Penkoff has been flying a Cessna 206 in 
Cameroon for the last three years. His work in 
support of Scripture translation, plus medical 

evacuations and other flights, is often harrowing. Long 
distances with limited options for landing, scarce and 
expensive fuel, dust from the Sahara desert that limits 
visibility, and occasionally unstable political conditions 
mean that “we always have to be thinking ahead,” he said.

“We rely heavily on the support of JAARS,” Brandon 
added. He cited aviation fuel, parts, training, technical 
expertise, funding for insurance, and management of 
aircraft registration as part of what he calls “the amazing 
job JAARS does in taking care of us.”

Mark Spangler serves at least 14 language communities 
in northwest Cameroon with an R44 helicopter, 
transporting translators, consultants, and supplies in a 
matter of hours to and from areas that otherwise take 
days or even weeks to reach. 

[One] day I got a call from an American doctor 
serving here on a short-term trip. A child with an 
obstruction blocking his left lung needed to go to 
a hospital right away. Fortunately, I  was able to 
get him to the hospital within the hour. Without 
the helicopter, this situation may not have had a 
positive outcome.

But more aircraft, pilots, mechanics, and the funds 
to sustain their operation are needed in Cameroon. And 
that’s just one country in central Africa where hearts are 
hungering for God’s Word. Translation partners in Central 
African Republic and Democratic Republic of Congo need 
subsidies for using existing but expensive commercial 
infrastructure. And we’re beginning research on a possible 
commercial partnership in Tanzania that would spin off 
operating profits to help fund a wide range of mission 
aviation needs across the continent.

Through the Africa Aviation Initiative, we’re working 
to solve significant, life-changing needs in the region and 
to be—along with our field partners—the best stewards 
possible of your investment in language development, 
Bible translation, and life transformation! To add your 
support, go to jaars.org/A400.

http://jaars.org/A400
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God’s Word Goes Live On The Internet
4913 SCRIPTURE WEBSITES IN HEART LANGUAGES     NEEDED: $37,328

On January 28, nine new websites were launched in “M,” in languages spoken in that country—four of them in 
languages with no published Scripture. These language communities can now find Scripture on their websites, 
and download the Word of God to their computers or smart phones. 

Thanks to your support, our partner in website-building workshops has seen more than 500 sites go live, with many 
more in active development or testing. The live websites have made Scripture accessible to nearly two billion people to 
navigate, read, hear, and share in their heart languages. And more workshops are planned, in a variety of locations around 
the world. 

To support the sharing of God’s Word through the Internet, go to jaars.org/4913.

Keep Translation Flying
A200 AVIATION TRAINING     NEEDED: $191,165

One of the greatest needs right now in Cameroon—and many other locations around the world—is for well-
trained aviation mechanics.

Fortunately, there are two such mechanics, as well as two pilot-mechanics and two pilots, working with 
our instructors in a Pre-Field Orientation class, preparing to serve Bible translation in some of the most remote and 
difficult places on earth. Our Aviation Training department is also busy reassessing and updating the skills of more pilots, 
mechanics, and aviation program managers who are helping to make translation possible around the globe. 

To help us make aviation training possible, go to jaars.org/A200.  

Water Travel Made Safer
W201 PACIFIC ISLANDS TRANSPORT BOATS     NEEDED: $258,790
5645 WATER SAFETY KITS          NEEDED: $13,741

Many people groups still without God’s Word in their 
heart language live in Pacific island communities, 
reachable only by water. That means that 

translators in that region need boats and protection for safe 
water travel.

We are working hard to find solutions for maritime 
travel in the Pacific region. Developing a prototype to 
identify the right kind of craft, providing for management 
and operating costs, and finding experienced crews are all 
part of our ongoing effort to provide marine transportation. 

Training and equipment are equally important in 
navigating the often dangerous seas. Our water safety kits—
along with training to maximize their usefulness—are vital 
to protect the lives of those carrying God’s Word to island 
communities. 

Please join us in making a way for Scripture in the Pacific by 
going to jaars.org/W201 or jaars.org/5645.

http://jaars.org/4913
http://jaars.org/A200
http://jaars.org/W201
http://jaars.org/5645
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Technology Speeds Translation In South Asia
5851.1 SOUTH ASIA INFORMATION SYSTEMS     NEEDED: $21,658

Some of the greatest need of 
Scripture in the world today lies 
in the region of South Asia. Our 

Bible translation partner there currently 
oversees more than 70 language projects, 
scattered across a broad region, with a 
number of new starts planned over the 
next five years. More than ever, translation 
teams rely on the support—on-site and 
online—of the organization’s skilled staff 
of local IT specialists.

Without their timely assistance, 
translation teams will struggle to meet 
deadlines and live up to community 
expectations.

The organization’s five-person IT team 
handles a multitude of important support 
services. Funding for the team’s salaries, 
upgraded equipment, and travel expenses 
represents a crucial need as our partner 
strives to ensure that these translation 
projects are completed and published without delay.

Please help us ensure that God’s Word will have lasting, transforming impact among these communities by using the 
enclosed response card and envelope to send your gift.

At The Heart Of Translation Support
CORE MISSION FUND     NEEDED: $694,040

Spring arrives early in North Carolina.  And at the JAARS campus, March brings some great opportunities to explore 
how you can be a part of Scripture translation, while enjoying our lovely weather. 

JAARS Day is on Saturday, March 11. Take a ride in a missionary plane or helicopter. Or pile into a 4WD vehicle 
and enjoy our off-road course. Meet pilots, software developers, boat captains, trainers, translators, and more—people 
who’ve served all over the world. To learn more, go to jaars.org/events.

At Check-IT-Out on March 17–18 discover how technology—from satellite systems to smart phone apps—makes 
Bible translation possible in the most remote and difficult places in the world. Hear stories, see software demonstrations, 
learn about family life on the field, and much more. To register, go to checkitout.org.

Go extreme at TOTAL It Up! Extreme May 22–27. During this five-day course, real-world translators introduce you to 
the ins and outs of Bible translation through fast-paced, stimulating presentations and fun class activities—all while living 
in the outdoors! Plan your spring vacation at wycliffe.org/total-it-up.  

All of these trainings and activities are supported, in part or in whole, by the CORE fund. The CORE fund keeps the 
JAARS Center operating so we can continue our work in research, training, technical support, advocacy, and providing 
solutions to the needs of Bible translation workers. 

To add your support to ours, go to jaars.org/CORE. 

http://jaars.org/CORE


What To Do With All This Stuff?

JAARS recently received a large 
gift donation of model trains 
and various other collectibles—

two truckloads, 36 pallets, and over 
27,000 pounds of items initially 
valued at over $100,000.

Gifts of property to JAARS are 
as welcome as financial gifts. We 
use, sell or auction the items and 
use the proceeds to fund a range of 
needs.  Computers and clothes can’t 
be donated, but we can take pretty 
much anything else—even model trains.

Want to help the mission of JAARS but don’t have the finances?  Perhaps 
there’s something else of value that can fund kingdom work.  Just contact Pearl 
Kiehlbauch at pearl_kiehlbauch@jaars.org or 704.843.6407 to see how your 
treasured stuff can be used to further the work of Bible translation.
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Thank you for considering how 
you can participate in making Bible 
translation possible! 100% of your 
gift goes to the project you choose.

WAYS TO GIVE 
1. Give online at: 

jaars.org/donate 

2. Send a check with enclosed 
response card and envelope to: 
JAARS Inc.
PO Box 248 
Waxhaw NC 28173 

3. Call 888.773.1178 to use a credit 
card, offer non-cash as sets, such 
as stocks, and include JAARS as a 
beneficiary of your will, trust, or 
retirement plan.

QUESTIONS?
jaars.org

888.773.1178

partnership_ministries@jaars.org 

JAARS Inc. 
PO Box 248 
Waxhaw NC 28173 

This bimonthly publication 
celebrates the outcomes of 
your generosity and offers you 
opportunities to share God’s 
incredible gift of love with those 
who have not yet heard his Word in 
their heart language.

facebook.com/jaarsinc

Current Projects & Priorities
NO. NAME TOTAL NEED REMAINING NEED

AVIATION

A400 Africa Aviation Initiative 2,078,380 1,313,885

A200 Aviation Training 279,508 191,165

LAND TRANSPORTATION

L100 Motorbikes To Be Determined To Be Determined

L102 4WD Vehicles for Field Partners 60,000 39,835

WATER TRANSPORTATION

5645 Water Safety Kits and Training 30,000 13,741

W201 Pacific Islands Transport Boats 279,268 258,790

MEDIA

4913 Scripture Websites 40,000 37,329

8419 Audio-Visual Production 34,442 31,952

M100 Audio Scripture Players To Be Determined To Be Determined

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

4538 Internet Upgrades 32,000 23,785

5640 IT Training in Africa 39,000 33,000

5851.1 South Asia Information Systems 40,000 21,658

T102 Internet for Translation Teams 25,000 4,886

GENERAL

CORE CORE Mission Fund 1,057,000 694,040

JWN Where Needed Most Ongoing

TOTALS

Totals as of February 3, 2017 3,994,598 2,664,066


